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Overlapping interests between Implementation Plans
Industry, national governments and the European Commission all
want to invest in clean energy research & development. SMARTSPEND
is a 3-year, EU-funded project running until 30 November 2021, that
aims to find new ways to coordinate and increase those investments.

www.smartspend.eu

The SMARTSPEND project is supporting the execution of the Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan) of
the European Commission. Its main objectives are to foster efficiency in allocation of public & private funding,
and to better inform stakeholders through the preparation and dissemination of six reports. Another key
dissemination action is based on engagement with policy makers.
The deliverable ‘Overlapping interests: a description of the common ground between Implementation Plans’
is the main result of activities tasks T1.1 (Technology synergies) and T1.2 (Non-technology synergies) of the
SMARTSPEND project coordinated by EUREC and funded by European Union’s Horizon 2020 programme.
The main aim of this deliverable is to present, in a concise and clear manner, the critical overlaps and
synergies between the different Implementation Plans (also referred as "IMPLANs") developed in the
framework of the 10 Key Actions defined by the SET-Plan and outline suggestions to grasp these synergies.

The key objective is to achieve a more efficient and effective use
of the national and European public funding for R&D&I in the energy sector
To achieve the objectives of T1.1 and T1.2, a two-fold methodology was followed. On the one side, a desk
study-based methodology to identify the main technology synergies between the SET-Plan IMPLANs (T1.1)
was conducted, mapping all potential overlaps and complementarities between the different technical
activities proposed in the 12 IMPLANs.
These were analysed in detail in the
deliverable by way of a fiche
system that describes the overlaps
and proposes potential solutions.
In order to optimally describe the
synergies detected, several fields
were defined and agreed with the
members of the consortium,
including number of synergetic
activities, IMPLANs, description of
the synergy, common targets,
TRLs, common member states and
stakeholders and budget synergies.
In total, 23 technology synergies
(22 doubles and 1 triple) were
identified in this report. These
were also described in an equal
number of fiches, following the
same approach than the IMPLANs
for ease of reference.
Overview of technology synergies found in Deliverable 1.1 of SMARTSPEND.
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Combining the resources dedicated to these and other identified applications could potentially bring
important savings to the European Commission and Member States, while it would maximise the available
budget and the synergies between the developments carried out in the different projects in this area.

Many countries are found to be interested in dedicating resources
to actions overlapping with each other
A different approach was followed for the non-technology synergies. In this case, the scope of the analysis
went beyond the activities included in the 12 IMPLANs, as in many cases non-technology activities were not
present. To identify the common non-technology factors to all SET-Plan sectors that condition the fulfilment
of the IMPLANs' targets, a half-day workshop with all SMARTSPEND partners was organised. A discussion to
agree on those issues that were relevant for several sectors followed, resulting in 20 non-technology issues.
Examples of this non-technical issues include financial conditions (fit-for-purpose design and availability of
all financial instruments; better access to finance; improving investors’ confidence and knowledge),
regulation (covering existing gaps, overcoming potential barriers; clarifying ambiguous regulatory texts;
simplified permitting processes), public policy (improving public support mechanism; reinforcing trust in
cooperation instruments; inclusion of environmental benefits); social issues (enhancing public acceptance;
increasing public awareness of benefits), training and education (improving knowledge transfer
mechanisms), and certification and standardisation (developing higher quality standards; homogeneous
approach to environmental impact assessment).
Being most of these issues rather horizontal, the potential synergies
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mapped between sectors and IWGs are much higher than in the case
of technology synergies. In order to tackle these issues, Member
States and the European Commission will need to cooperate across Implementation Working Groups.
Prospective alternatives were also proposed and included in the report.
In conclusion, this deliverable has identified key synergies between IMPLANs and funding mechanisms that
affect how resources are dedicated and distributed among member states. SMARTSPEND’s
recommendations help the European Commission and member states to build an optimised, integrated
approach that goes beyond technology silos to overcome the ambitious challenges that Europe is facing.
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